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The lights were low, 
and crisp, white table- 
cloths and gleaming 
silverware graced each 
of the Federal Build- 
ing’s cafeteria’s tables 
as the 1980 BLM 
|, Christmas Party played 
| to more than 150 per- 
| Sons. 


Usually held at a 
: local hotel, this year’s 
{ party, under the lead 
_-of Carl Gidlund’s Pub- 
lic Affairs staff, em- 
ployed the culinary skills of NANA/Mannings’s Dave 
Huard to prove that the cafeteria food management 
team could equal and out-do the fare offered at many 
local hosteries. 


Charity Begins at “Homes” 


A record amount of money was raised this year for 
BLM’s chosen charities, the Charles Boarding Home 
and the Salvation Army’s Booth Memorial Home. 
Christmas Committee personnel announced that when 
all costs were paid, there was $2,123.43 remaining in 
the Christmas Fund. 


~Committee coordinator Steve Brooks said, “All the 
credit goes to committee members who took their 
lunch hours and other personal time to make our fund- 
raising a success.” 


Dave Huard 


The bake sale, under the direction of Nancy Alex 
raised $700.50, partly by selling the recipe for choco- 
late cheese cake; the craft sale resulted in a profit of 
$445.74. Another $984.50 was raised through other 
activities. 


All monies, with the exception of $200 for next 
year’s festivities, will be spent on the two charities 
chosen this year by BLM employees. 


Christmas Party Enjoyed by All 


Steaming, tender roast beef, Denver Quiche and 
Cog-au-vin were the three entrees. Hot vegetables, 
cold cuts, and palate-tempting desserts were included 
on the menu. 


Master of ceremonies Steve Brooks opened the pro- 
gram by asking Curt McVee to convey a holiday 
greeting to the participants and then it was a fast- 
paced, comical program which included Charli Carter 
greeted as Ms. Santa Claus and Dottie Liggett, and 
Phyllis Kneff as Santa’s elves. Ms. Santa was greeted 
by recently retired Irv Zirpel who was BLM’s previous 
Santa Claus. Irv commented that the new Santa’s 
redistribution of costume padding did much for the 
role. 


A puppet show melodrama entitled ‘““The Antics 
of Arnold’? was performed by puppeteers Sam 
McCrady, Teri Ryder, and David Dorris to a pre- 
recorded script. The puppets, fashioned to resemble 
certain BLMers, were constructed by Barbara Nather 
and Sam McCrady. 


The party was deemed a success by State Director 
McVee and most of the participants queried. 


CFC Nets $15,000 from BLM 


The combined Federal Campaign for this year 
ended on November 12. Although we didn’t 
reach our goal of $16,000, BLMers contributed a 
generous $15,393.10 to the campaign. Your gift 
will help the many organizations that depend on 
contributions to continue their health-supporting 
work around the world. 


A hearty thanks also goes out to all the BLM 
Keyworkers who worked hard to ensure that 
everyone who wanted to contribute had that 
opportunity. 
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BLM’s mineral experts got together earlier this year 
to discuss the procedures, the problems and the 
makeup of the minerals programs. Attending the 
meeting were: (top row) Sharon Mercer, Mike Gold- 
enstein, Fred Payton, Helen Hankins, Jeff Carter 


Year Plate Director 


1. Is it my responsibility to update my SF-171 in 
the official Personnel File? 


Yes. An SF-171 filed in your Official Personnel File 
should be kept current at all times. Information such 
as address change, name change, adding copies of train- 
ing certificates, copies of awards, letters of commenda- 
tion, etc., should be kept current. When applying fora 
new position, an SF-172, Supplemental Experience, 


should be filled out to show recent experience not on 
file. 


2. If I disagree with an observation made on my 
PIPR by my supervisor, do I have any recourse? 


Yes. The first course of action would be to resolve 
the problem by discussing it with your supervisor. If 
it cannot be resolved at that level, then an impartial 
review by a Bureau ad hoc committee may be re- 
quested from the Bureau Personnel Officer. For more 
information, refer to BLM Manual 1400-430, Per- 
formance Improvement. 


and John Kato; (bottom row) Bill Walters, Rhett 
Wise, Steve Hicks, Stan Shepard, Steve Fletchner, 
Don Kiel, Kay Kletka, Connie Van Horn and Vic 
Ross. ; 
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FEEDBACK 


BLM'S INQUIRING PHOTOGRAPHER 


Question 


Would you like to serve in Washington, D.C.?2 Why or why not? 


I joined the Bureau because of my desire to enhance pro- 
tection for natural and cultural resources. The field level 
offers unique and tangible rewards in this regard which 
are soon lost in the paper-shuffle of a busy Washington 
office. Thanks, but no thanks. Rich Tobin, recreation 
planner. 


Rich Tobin 


I’ve lived in western Canada and the western United 
States for the last ten years to avoid places like 
Washington, D.C. It’s difficult to say whether my future 
career aspirations will require a Washington assignment, 
but I presently have no desire for that type of bureaucra- | 
tic workload or urban environment. Alaska is home. 
Melanie Miller, fire effects specialist. 


Melanie Miller 


I recently returned from D.C. It’s an interesting place to 
visit but I wouldn’t live there unless I absolutely had to. 
There are too many people and the traffic congestion is 
incredible. I like living no more than 15 minutes from 
work. In D.C. (BLM) that would mean I’d have to live 
across the street — and I’d worrry about being mugged 
going that distance. Ann Adams, land law examiner. 


Ann Adams 


Yes, but only for furthering my career. Ron Biggs, 
supply technician. 


Ron Biggs 


I wouldn’t mind working in Washington, D.C. The ex- 
posure would enhance the overall view of BLM. People 
working in field stations tend to have a parochial view of 
the operation. I would go to Washington if I knew for 
sure that after two years I could go back to a field 
station. Carl Buchanan, safety/training officer. 


aS 


Carl Buchanan 


I would rather stay in Alaska. If drafted there, I would 
prefer to work on new legislation because the electrified 

_atmosphere surrounding Congress does interest me. My 
second choice would be to succeed Maxwell Smart 
battling the forces of KAOS. Lennie Eubanks, chief, 
branch of land office. 


Vim, 


Lennie Eubanks 


From the 
Districts 


TINDALL HOLDS LUNCHEON 


Dick Tindall held his first 
monthly brown bag luncheon with 
employees to discuss the public 
service plan, public policy and 
problems. He has indicated that 
once these subjects are exhausted, 


employees are free to discuss any 


subject of their interest. 


FDO GETS READY FOR WINTER 


Arctic Survival training is once 
again being made available for 
Fairbanks District employees who 
expect to be involved in field work 
during the winter months. The 
training is offered through the 
Arctic Survival Training School 
at Eielson Air Force Base. The first 
session will be held in January. The 
five-day session includes two days 
of extensive classroom training 
and two days in an actual field sit- 
uation. A physical examination is 
required prior to attendance. 


TRADING POST 


This classified section is 
for the use of BLM em- 
ployees only. No com- 
mercial ads. Order 
forms are available at 
Public Affairs, Bureau 
of Land Management, 
(LOMEGeS tLeCtmbOxasSs 
Anchorage, AK 99513. 
Space is limited. 


USED ONLY ONCE. Slip on these 
fashion-styled mukluk/dress  ox- 
fords and you’ll fit in properly at 
any bush or city gathering. In muk- 
luk configuration, the simulated 
muskrat fur with taffeta trim sets 
you apart from other bureaucrats in 
clumsy bunny boots. When you 
reach the city, merely pull the 
concealed plastic zipper, tug the 
simulated shoestrings, and the muk- 
luks convert to handsome léather- 
like brown wing-tip oxfords. Set 
deflates into handy handkerchief- 
sized container. Size 13-C. Phone 
Carl Gidlund, 271-5555. 
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Zirp Retires after 38 Years 


In a typical “‘Zirp”’ pose, Cadas- 
tral Chief Irving Zirpel explains the 
surveying program to BLM Director 
Frank Gregg. Zirp retired from 
BLM after 38 years with the 
government. This editor had 
planned to do a photo story on 
Zirp but it seems that the survey- 
ors’ “guardian angel’’ cleaned out 
the photo file. I did find two pic- 
tures showing Zirpel at his best. 


Here’s Zirp, sharing the spotlight 
with Curt McVee after receiving the 
Meritorious Service Award from the 
Department of the Interior in 1977. 
Zirp received the award for his 
handling of Alaska’s surveying 
program. 


Finally, here’s a Zirp we all 
remember — as Santa Claus at the 
annual State Office Christmas 
Party. True to form, here is Zirp, 
bouncing Rich Meehan on his knee 
and asking if he’s been a good boy 
this year. 


